bo 
5 5 
IN DI CA T1 
* is OF THE 
4 FAS 1H F4 | 


EARL OF SHELBURNE, 


FROM THE 


' UNJUST AND VIRULENT ASPERSIONS IN A 
= PAMPHLET, INTITLED, _ 


« A DEFENCE OF THE 


11 - EARL OF SHELBURNE!" 


121 — | 5 
. ' AND, ADDRESSED w [MF 
« TO SIR GEORGE SAVILLE, BART.” | 

22 , f f 

LETTER TO SIR GEORGE SAVILLE, BART, 2 

LOND 0 N* I 


Printed for J. DEBRETT, Piccadilly ; T. EVANS, York-Bulldings, 
Strand; J. SEWELL, Cornhill ; and ſold by L. BULL, and 8. P RATT, hr 5 
Bath; and J. B. DECKET, and J. CHEW, Briſtol, 5 — 


i . M ah 12111. 


10 
sir GEORGE SAVILE, Batt; 


inen 
SIR, 


T would be doing [injuſtice to your cha- 
racter, to doubt your feeling pleaſure 
from the vindication, and pain from the cri- 
mination of any one, eſpecially ſo exalted 
and reſpectable a perſonage as the Earl of 

Shelburne; I will not therefore offend you 
by an apology for addreſſing to you the fol- 
lowing remarks on that moſt maſterly, but 
delufeve, and vindictive accuſation, which has 

been lately lodged againſt his Lordſhip, in 

a. pamphlet entitled A Defence of the 
Earl of Shelburne, &c. addreſſed as a 
letter to you; which, to my aſtoniſhment, 

I find is aſoribed to one of the beſt. and 
greateſt men that ever appeared in this or 
any other nation, and to whom 1 look up 
with the utmoſt eſteem and veneration, and 
lament that unhappy miſunderſtanding which 

Rin B has 


} has deprived this diſtracted and diſmembered 

. | empire of the many and great advantages it 
Y muſt have derived from a full exertion of his 

| and Mr. Fox's ſuperlative abilities; but I 
truſt, that when their reſentmen/s ſubſide, 
which have been rouzed by the ſuperior diſ- 
tinctions his Majeſty has thought fit to 
confer on the Earl of Shelburne, a ſenſe both 
of their duty and intereſt will revive, and 
"FD prevail with them to reſume ſuch ſhare in 
the management of the great machine of 
| government, as may be allotted to them; 

theit good ſenſe and candor will ſatisfy them, 
that there can be but ove Prime Miniſter, 
| and that every candidate: will endeavour to 
obtain the office ;/er bimſel,: but when his 
Majeſty has once declared the fortunate, or. 
rather unfortunate man, it is the indiſpenſable 
duty of all the other competitors to acqureſce, 
and to give him every aid, inſtead of every. 

obſtruttion. | SOMD an ad - 1 


This is the uniform practice in the army, 
= navy, church, and law departments; and 
| why it ſhould not alſo in the miniſterial line, 
| Iwill not ſay is beyond my conception, be- 
9 motives * mi- 
niſters 
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1 $1 
niſters are too obvrous and tos ſeverely. felt by 
* 1 ont _ INSET or ROE” | 


In che phofalle caſe, eee I have 
profeſſed, and which I fincerely feel for the 
ſuppoſed author of ſaid” defence, will not 
allow me to impute the errors in his repre- - 
ſentation to a premeditated intention to de- 
ceive, but partly to that blindneſs and par- 
tiality which paſſion never fails to produce; 
and partly to his being deceived himſelf by 
wrong informations. And as I am ſure he 
has too much honour and generoſity not to 
do juſtice even to a ſuppoſed enemy, I have 
no doubt of receiving his thanks for fur 
niſhing him with 2nanfwerable reaſons for 
retracting moſt of the et _— =_ _ 

aid of Lord Shelburne 5191 


| 1 that though L have never yet 
felt the pangs of ambition, I can yet con- 
ceive and make great allowances for its dire 
ful effects on diſappointed rivals; but it ſur- 
prizes me much, that when intrigue end 
generalſhip is practiſed and approved in all 
other competitions, it ſhould be ſo violently 
_ reſented in this — Weretes 
"DA ? one, 
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FA 
one, and which of courſe (furniſhes the beſt 
apology 3 but the truth is, and no ſophiſtry 
can conceal it from the impartial diſcerning 
part of the public, that if Lord Shelburne 
had acquieſced in the plan form'd by Mr. 


Fox and Mr. Burke, for bringing in the 
Duke of Portland as ſucceſſor to the Mar- 


quis of Rockingham, we ſhould never have 
heard of that long catalogue of iniquities 
with which his Lordſhip is now branded; 
but he certainly would have deſerved a cap 


and bells, or a firait waiſicoat, if he had ful- 


filled that imaginary compact; for it ſeems 
impoſſible that they could have the confi- 
dence'expreſsly to propoſe to him to fign his 
own excluſion ;\ nor can there be a doubt 
which way the balance of power would have 
leaned, had his Grace ſucceeded the Marquis. 


It is-abſurd to ſuppoſe it poſſible to pre- 


ſerve an equality amongſt Miniſters ;' and 


there is no precedent fince the creation, for 


one rival's complimenting another with any 


_ he can obtain for himſelf.” 


-Hreiniftabedband's/IbelicveSrihe nw 
2 that Lord 22 — is perfectly qua- 


lified 


| 19097 
® lified and inclined to make an excellent Mi- 
2 niſter, if we give him fair play; but if the 


people perſevere in their folly of ſuffering 
= themſelves to be made the dupes of every 


ambitious man or ſet of men who want to 
get into the ſaddle, I am inclined to believe 
that we ſhould find his Lordſhip as deſperate 
1 4 horſeman as even Aſtley, and that he would 
ride Bx1TANNIA over as many dangerous pre- 
cipices as ever Sir Robert did, before he would 
be flung. And for my part, I could not 
blame him, however I might ſuffer” i in- gn 
fortune by the ſtruggle. | SH 

I think Miniſters ſhould ever be watched 
with a jealous eye; but at the ſame time I 
acknowledge, that if the public are ſo unjuſt, 
and ſo impolitic, as to encourage the perſe- 
= cution of a Miniſter without juſt cauſe, they 
bave no right to complain of the natural 


1 n 


We ſee that Lord Shelburne has already 

been obliged to ſend out into the highways 
and hedges to ſollicit gueſts for his wedding 
upper, and to compel them to come even from 


the Orkneys ; becauſe ſome of thoſs who were 
| originally 
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originally. invited had excuſed themſel ves. And 
if we prove aurſelves © abſurdly wicked ag 
to join without the beſt grounds in an attack 
both on his character and fortune, I think he 
will be perfectly juſtified in ning the nation 
with fifty thouſand a year additional penſions, 
* quantum fi ufficit 75 e Auen Sc. 


„ — Sir, 5 i me in 


chinking the real mis fortune to the nation is, 


that the incomes of our employments ſhould 
be ſo exorbitantly great as to operate doubly 
to our ruin, both by overwhelming us with 
debt, and e us 9 the mt for 


1 


a my SR I will, not . to WR 
nounce it infamous to accept, much more to 
ſolicit, from a people on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy, ſuch overgrown ſalaries and perqui- 
ſites as that of the Paymaſter of the Forces, 
&c. &c. Mr. Burke has ſhewn a glorious 
example of ſelf-denial, which, however, I 
fear few, if any, have virtue to imitate. 


As in courts of julliee, the E. of the 
Judge does, or at leaſt ought to, be governed 


by 


([ 9 ] 


= by the credibility of evidence, and not by the 
22 rhetorical flouriſhes and declamation of the 
= pleaders ; ſo; I ſhall ever preſume, that a can- 
did and generous public, will Laces on Ne 
ſame n. | 


= I therefore think it neceſſary, ' before I 
attempt to confute the charges brought a- 
gainſt the Earl of Shelburne, to affirm, that 
I am neither influenced by fear or favour, or 
by any other motive than a love of juſtice, 
to — forth i in ew u er; defence. | 


= 1 walk G God that I am ſo perſectly nds 
pendent both in fortune and diſpoſition, 
that I have lived half a century without ever 
once feeling either occaſion or inclination to 
Jak or receive a favour from any man in 
power; and as that is the caſe, I have rather 
$ avoided than courted * their acquaintance, 
though I have every reaſon to believe, that I 
ſhould be moſt kindly received by many of 
tha firſt people in the kingdom, and by none 
more than Lord Shelburne; on account of 
ö the long and ſtrict friendſhip which has ſub- 
ſiſted between our families; and yet T have 
not even ſeen his Lordihip theſe twenty- 
eight 


c 0 


1 


eight years, though I have lived a confider- 


able part of the time within two hours drive 
of. -Bowood park, and in the poſſeſſion of 
every adyantage that would have ſecured a 
moſt cordial reception. 


L am well acquainted with his Lordſhip's 
political character, and think highly both of 
his abilities and integrity; yet I will can- 
didly confeſs, that I am not without fears 
that his judgment may ſometimes be warped 
by his ambition, of which he has furniſhed 
an alarming proof lately, by the tendency he 
diſcovered to protracting this ruinous war; 
for his moſt extraordinary and pathetic de- 
clarations concerning the ſetting of the su 
or BRITAIN's GLORY, could admit of no 
other conſtruction. _ But from the preſent 


pacific negociations, and parliamentary de- 


bates, he ſeems to have diſcovered that peace 
is not only abſolutely neceflary to us in our 
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preſent fituation, but alſo; a Wh , 


ble Mug at all timer. 
Let us nor- examine this extraordinary 
Defence: From page 1 to page 9, he gives 


us a a very juſt picture of the arts and decep- 


tions 4 


= v0 


tu 


tions which have bet: Ppratiſed'in all courts = : 


and in all ages ſince the creation, and are at 


leaſt as applicable to ninety-nine miniſters ĩn 


a hundred as to the Earl of Shelburne:' Hew⸗- 
ever, as T have no opinion of theinfallibility 
of any min, eſpecially of Mikifers, I beg 
leave earneſtly to recommend to his Lordſhip 
frequently to ſtully thofe maxims and anec- 

dotes, as they will ſerve him as light-houfes 
to ditect him how to ſteer clear of the rocks 
and ſhoals by which he Will find himſelf für- 
rounded whilſt he continues Io of the 
BRITANNIA. I particularly: recommend'an 


attention to that paſſage in page 4, which 


complains of the diſtinction that ſome people 
make between K1 NG'S? FRIENDS, and FRIENDS 
of the yrorLE; a diſtinction fo ocking, ſo 
unnatural, and ſo ruindus; that 1 Hil. all 
who either ug or ey We it, | dekerve the 
e 019 880 SN) One 
WV n 9197 t5 n ni 1000 M Aasg 
sg oaks 9 to > pag 16, a parallel be- 
tween Lord Shelburne and Mr. Fox is drawn 
with ſo much ingenuity, that it has meta- 
morphoſed many of his Lordſhip's virtues 
into vices, and ſeveral of Mr. Fox's acknow-' | 
ledged foibles into virtues.” However, it is 
bela by a very high and I believe jalt 
.C 


panegyric 


4 12 ] 


ic on Mr, Fox's great abilities, to 
which L will add, both with truth and plea- 
ſure, that his application of them has done 
both him and his country the higbeſt honour 
and ſervice ever ſince he came into the Mi- 
niſtry; except in the ſingle inſtance of his 
pecviſh abdication, . by being diſappointed of 
his. hopes of, ſucceeding the Marquis; the 
folly and abſurdity of which, as well as of 
his vindication, is not only manifeſted by his 
highly reſpectable colleagues and friends, the 
Duke of Richmond, Lord Keppel, and General 
Conway, continuing in office, but alſo, by 
ent Prag res af; 2. pacifig egg, 
| 36513 norm in t to ani 

' Homerg.... Lich Lord Shelburne's de- 
fender had been ſo kind in his parallel be- 
tween: his Lordſhip. and Mr. Fox, to have 
ſatisfied the public, whether there is any and 
what foundation for the charge brought a- 
gainſt Mr. Fox in ſome of the newſpapers, of 
his having relapſed to GAniyG ? And, that 
Mr. Burke has been under a necefity of ſend- 
ing ſeveral expreſſes down for him | ſome 
weeks ago to Newmarket, before he could 
bring him up. If the accuſation be true, he 
ſhall not have my vote even to make him an 
e or church warden; for, I think; any 
perſon 
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Howent, I hope and believe, he ot nog 
Gave repented of that folly; and if he can 
alfo bring himſelf to:adopt ſome other motto 
than AUT CRSAR AUT NULLUS, I have not 
a doubt but that Lord Shelburne: would be 
happy to invite him to accept ſome honour- 
able and profitable appointment; but whilſt 
his Lordſhip has reaſon to fear that Mr. Fox 
would employ his irreſiſtible powers in en- 
deavouring to ſapplant him, no one can blame 
his Lordſhip for uſing every precaution againſt 
ſo formidable a rival; and I am perſuaded it 
is this apprehenſion which has made his 
Lordſhip court the alliance of many who are 
much leſs acceptable to the public,” and alſo 
to 4im/#If, than Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke; and 
who he never would have en of, if 8 
mo not deferted him. 2 4 


eee 17 to page 21, Lord Shelburne 
is charged with duplicity, in regard to the 
granting American Independence; his: de- 
claration, hat THE SUN OF BRITAIN's 
GLORY WOULD FOR EVER SET, 
WHENEVER INDEPENDENCE WAS 
C2 ACKNOW- 
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ACKNOWLEDGED, certainly implied 
doubt and reluctance; but theſe were natural 
and laudable feelings, on the proſpect of 
lofing: ſo valuable a part of our dominions; 
feelings! with which many of the moſt 
reſpectable characters in this kingdom are 
ſtrongly impreſſed, in direct oppoſition to 
their judgment, and for which I will give 
them much credit, IF THEY DO NOT 
INSIST ON REPLUNGING US INTO 
ALL THE HORROR OF WAR. 
WITHOUT A POSSIBILITY OF REAP- 
ING ANY ADVANTAGE, for my part, 
I have. been uniformly of opinion ever ſince 
the beginning of this FA TAL American 
conteſt, and have invariably maintained, both 
in public. and private, that no paſſible good 
conſequence, but that every ruinous one, muſt 
attend this war. Yet, I would think myſelf 
unpardonably preſumptuous, were I to arraign 
the integrity of the many thouſands of wiſe 
and good men, who, I know, are of the direct 
oppoſite opinion; and it would be very hard 
if a Miniſter was not entitled to * in- 
dulgence. | | 


In page 24, he doubts whether FULL AND 
* PROPER POWERS have been given to Sir 
Guy 


dy 


% , A 


if» gi * 


Guy Carleton, to acknowledge the -1nDE- 
PENDENCE, and ſuſpects that IN ADMISSIBLE 
terms have been offered to the American Co- 
lonies, that their REFUSAL might furniſh a 
PRETENCE for obtaining the SANCTION. OF 
PARLIAMENT for the renewal of hoſtilities. 
What Sir Guy's. PUBLIC or PRIVATE in- 
ſtructions are, I know not, nor has any one 
a right to pronounce an unfavourable ſen- 
tence on them, without the %% authority. 


But we are perfectly juſtified in ſaying, that 
the very LIMITED powers to do Goo, and 
EXTENSIVE powers to do MISCHIEF, with 
which ALL his predeceſſors were intruſted, 
is an INCONTESTIBLE and FATAL proof of 
the INCAPACITY, the TREACHERY, 
and INSENSIBILITY, of rnosg who em- 
Neves them. 


From page 25 to page 27, ſtrong PREV 
tions are thrown out, that Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold has BouGaT off his CHIEF PROSECU=- 
Ton; if fo, I think no puniſhment can be 
too ſevere for ſuch arosTACY. But I at 
the ſame time think, as I do in all fimilar 
cales, that it would be highly unjuſt in the 
public to inflict puniſhment before conviction. 

In 


* 1 26 J 


In page 27, is a ſuggeſtion that Lord 
Shelburne means to adviſe his. Majeſty to 
refuſe his conſent to an EQUAL REPRESEN= 
TATION OF THE PEOPLE; if ſo; his. Lord- 
ſhip would be a betrayer of his country, 
which is too ſevere a charge to be credited of 
any one without But I am glad to 
find, that the ſuppoſed author of the defence 
ſeems to have RECANTED his late ERRORS 
on that ſabjeQ. a, 5 


From page 28 to page 38, his Lordſhip is 
accuſed of being an enemy to IRELAND, and 
to its VOLUNTEERS; and that he is an op- 
preſſive, unjuſt landlord, and hated and de- 
ſpiſed throughout that kingdom. I am very 
glad that I can from my oun knowledge con- 
fidently contradict a great part of that charge. 
In regard to the voLUnNTEERs, I happened 
to be in Ireland when they gave the firſt 
ALARM to the BRITISH MINISTRY. Every 
art was practiſed to cruſh them. Amongſt 
others, it was induftriouſly reported in all 
the miniſterial prints, that Lord Shelburne 
was their bittereſt enemy. I was a witneſs 
and partaker of the general indignation with 
which the nation was ſtruck at the attempt 
to f ſuch a fanden on one of whom they 
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were ſo proud, and of whom een 
ſuch 2 bop cos. 17 akg 

f e 
On thc ridteſt enquiry, I Ws his 
Lordſhip's DECLARATION in PARLIAMENT, 
| on which that report was founded; had been 
1 very unjuſtly tortured; in which opinion I was 
3 confirmed, by a letter which a near relation 
of mine had juſt received from his Lordſhip, 
and which he read to me; it complained of 
the ujuſt conſtructiun put upon his words, 


and lamented that he was teſtrained from 
vindicating himſelf, by a reſalution he had 

long taken and kept, eee . | 
1 * in my printed angelt. 1 


1 confidlantd that Abenden 0 not Mee a 
= permiſſion, but alſo as an invitation to his 
friend, to do him juſtice; but not perceiving 
chat it Qruck bim in the ſame light, I im- 
mediately went home, and ſent a ſhort ad- 
X dreſs to the Freeman's Journal, which 1 
incloſed to his Lordſhip, together with a\few 

anonymous lines, and fuppoſe he * 
them, e acute inc ann 


But my reaſon, Sir, for tndmiliong oni 
this ne"; is, to aſſure you that I never 
perceived 


1 18 ] 
perceived /ironger marks of joy on any occa- 
ſion, than the whole kingdom ſhewed when 
they were convinced that their 1001 had been 


Nen js. | 2 TROLLS 


1 had the FE Tan to receive full convic- 7 
tion in a viſit I lately made to the county of 
Kzrxv, that Lord 'Shelburne is both B.- 
LOVEDahd/ESTEEMED-in that county; and 
I- heard no complaints of him as a LAND- 
LoRD. But if you will permit me to give 
my opinion; I do not think there is one IXI mn 
LaNDLORD' in a hundred, who does not 
EXTORT much more for their land than they | 
ought ; and I am very ready to ſuppoſe that 
my Lord goes with the majority, though I 
Ma OLIN reaſon for e it. 

Kt n 118 £8 \ A 

All I ſhall: ſay as to the tory ebook Re- 
ne malt, is, that my experience, both as a 
Magiftrate and Landlord,” obliges me to be 
governed by the vulgar proverb, not to believe 
one ſtory till tbe other is told, eſpecially, where 
Praperiy is, concerned; for, I have known ſo 
many inſtances, where the /aFs have turned : 
out directiy oppoſite both to declarations and 
oaths, that I ſhould be highly criminal in 

giving! a haſty aſſent to a ſtory that would 

reflect | 


[{ 196 ] 


reflect ſo much diſgrace on ſo EXALTED AND” 
RESPECTABLE A CHARACTER; eſpecially 
as I know, that nothing is more common in 
Treland than for Landlords-to buy up leaſes in 
= their ow" eſtates; and it would be probably 

X foynd that theſe gentlemen, with the hard 
| names, obtained other advantages from his 
L ordſhip for ſurrendering their leaſes, beſides 
the eſcapmg a chancery ſuit, which, however, 
I know to my c, is no contemptible conſi- 
deration in Ireland. 5 

The author of the defence acknowledges, 
that my Lord gave in exchange for the 4% 
puted leaſes, which were ſurrendered tò him, 
ne leaſes for à certain term af thirty one 
years, which was, I take for granted, more 
than any other perſon in the kingdom would 
have given them, at a time when they were 
ſubject both to the expence and riſt a chan- 
cer ſuit; for if I am not miſinformed, a 
leaſe of thirty-one years in poſſeſſion, is of 
at leaſt cual value to the reverfioniof a fee- 
Imple eftate, and much mare than equal to the 
reverſion of a renewable leaſe. So that the 
probability is, that my Lord, inſtead of in- 
juring MessRs. M'Lacating O'Muyxic- 
HANE, PHiLimy Mack CuLtAacoTro; 
_— MoRrooGnas 
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8 Moroogna Mac LuenvlrLuena, and Co. 

| did, in compliance with his own generous 

feelings for their difireſs, and at their earneſt 
follicitations, purchaſe their claims from * 

greatly above the market price. | 

| 

| 


Bekides, tho! we are e told. that my Lords 
tenants had the good fortune to defeat him, 
yet, it is well known, that decrees in ſimilar 

caſes have been often made in favour of the 

landlords, of which we have many melan- 
choly evidences at this hour in Ireland : 

And I have been cautioned within theſe very 
few years, by a very reſpectable peer and privy. 
counſellor f both kingdoms, under whom 1 
hold a conſiderable leaſe, that if I do not 
conform ſtrictiy to the covenants in the leaſe, 
he will certainly endeavour to break it; nor 
would I blame his Lordſhip, as tenants are 
too 5 to ep 9 as fee · ſimple eſtates. 


10 page » ho 46; the author generouſly 
makes a farther attempt to defend his Lord- 
ſhip from the digrace of being popular in 
Ireland; but that is a for/orn hope. For the 
nation in general is ſo proud of the virtues, 
the abilities, and the bonour of their country- 


. that his Lordſhip * find ſome dif- 
| ficulty 


12 
ficulty in getting rid of their afe&ion and 
efteem. However, I am" confident he will 
never make the experiment. 


But, the author has mitigated! the ſeverity 
of his proſcription, by ineluding another 
highly reſpectable Peer in his writof Ex Ar 
REGNO, for he ſays, that * EARL NVEENT 
« is almoſt as great @ favourite in Ireland, as 
« the Earl of Shelburne.” If the fat was ſo, 
in the author's ſenſe of the phraſe, I would 
bluſh for the ingratitude of the country, as 
Ireland cannot boaſt of any one more fincere 
or ſteady friend; he has ever laboured to ſerve 
his country, as far as he thought conſiſtent 
with a prudent regard for their mtereſt, and 
the duty he owed to his eng in. vo 
kingdom. | | 


It muſt be acknowledged, that his at- 
tempts to relieve Ireland from the Accuuu- 
LATED OPPRESSIONS under which it has 
GROANED for /o many centuries, have nei- 


ther been fo extenfive, or ſo ſucceſsful, as 
thoſe of the VOLUNTEERS. But if that 


deficiency of diſcernment and 'enterprize is 
confidered as a crine, he has the conſolation 
N 5 2 , to 
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to find every man , ſenſe in both kingdoms, 
equally involved in his guilt. 


Iti is alſo true, . if we were to meaſure 
his Lordſhip's generoſity by his os TENSIBIE 
liberalities, we might have reaſon to fear that 
he has not been a TRULY WISE STEWARD of 
the talents committed to his care. But J 


notwithſtanding: his extreme ſecreſy, he gives 
away MANY HN DREDS a year to PRIVATE 
CHARITIES ot E WN 


I have not the honour to be known ei- 
ther to Lord or Lady Temple; yet, all the 
letters which I receive from every part, and 
every party in that kingdom, are ſo full of 
their ſuperlative merit and popularity, that I 
cannot without indignation, read or hear any 
thing which carries the leaſt appearance of 
ingratitude or inſenſibility to their worth. 


From page 40 to page 63, there are many 
excellent remarks, but few of them relative 
to the Earl of Shelburne, and none of them 
which require anſwers, except, that in page 
63, his Lordſhip is charged with ſome inac- 
curacy and ſeeming contradiction, in his 

manner 


know from UNDOUBTED AUTHORITY, that 


— > D ty" » 


EE ne BB aw © 


1 23 1 


manner of accounting for the sECESSION! or 
Mrssks. Fox AND Buxxz; a miſtalte in 
an expreſuon, by which a perſon can neither 
gain or loſe; appears, to me not to deſerve the 
name of a CRIME; However, I am not 
ſorry, and think his Lordſhip deſerved the 
rebuke he got, for attempting to account for 
what he was not accountable: On the con- 
viction of that inſignificant error, the author 
triumphantly ſays, And yet, 20 is it can 
e pghitiveh) ſay, that there: may not be aſter all 
this, in the world, (though not in KERRY 


« or WILTSHIRE) ſome. perſon b e 
*« well of the Earl 2 alberne N | 


1 will leave the autbos-- to a bs; relieved his 
his own enquiries in the world at large, from 
his dreadful apprehenſions for his Lordſhip's 
character, and will confine myſelf to KERRT 
and WiIL TSI RE, where he: ſeems to think 
he is more ene di Wee. 


** have already nen chat on a vit I - 
vol not long ago to Kerry, every one I 
converſed-with ſpoke highly of his Lordſhip; 
and as to WII TSHIRE, I have lived on the 
borders of it for theſe laſt twelve years, and 
have conyerſed with great numbers both of 
| rich 
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rich and poor, and yet never heard a "dif- 
reſpefifut word utter'd of Lord Shelburne, 
but have been often gratified by the "moſt 
Aurtering encomiums on his Lordſhip, where 
there was not the leaſt mann of my pre- 
| dere in his favour. 


Þ am now arrived at that part of the 
Derr, which I ſincerely wiſh my ſtrict 
regard to impartiality would permit me to 
draw a veil over, for the ſake of the highly 
reſpectable ſuppoſed author, as it is a melan- 
choly evidence of the fatal influence, which 


diſappointed ambition and party prejudices may 
acquire over the 6r:ghe/t R and 


moſt benevolent hearts. 


TT 


Who could have believed that the ſuppoſed © 
author would have ever ſuffered his sb ard | 
awnyuft reſentments to have extinguiſhed his | 
Friendſhip, gratitude, and every other generous 
paſſion? Who could have thought him ca- 
pable of attempting to brand the memory of 
the MARQUIS OF ROCKINGHAM wich 
ſo dreadful a reproach, as the BETRAYI1NG | 
THE SACRED TRUST REPO8ED/IN HIM, by 


2MISAPPLICATION of the PUBLIC TREA- 
SURE COMMITTED ro HIS-CARE? Who 
097 could 
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could have believed this. R great man, 
capable of arraigning a GM ANT made by the 
MAROCIS, and confirmed by the uR A- 
NIMous voice of the LEGISLATURE, che 
AcCUSER's OWN VOICE incluſive; eſ- 
pecially when it was to reward the long and 
faithful ſervices of a VETERAN . OFFI- 
CER, eſteemed and reſpected by the whole 
world? Was not COLONEL BARRE's 
penſion. granted by the MARQUIS,. and 
confirmed by the unanimous; voice of the 
= LEGISLATURE? and would it not be the 
| higheſt preſumption in any one, to doubt 
= the wiſdom: and juſtice. of the MARQUIS, 
confirmed by the unanimous voice of the 
Lemm | 1 8 


Who can 0 x find fault. wich 
Lord Shelburne for aſking, or with Colonel 
Barre for accepting. a Boe, to which the 
1JVSTNESsS of the claim, has been ſo noNOUR- 
ABLY AND UNQUESTIONABLY AUTHENTI= 
CATED, that it could not have been rejected 
without caſting an oblique reflection both on 
the LEGISLATURE. and on the MAR= 
QUIS; and yet, even the ANGRY /ACCUSER 
confeſſes, that the Colonel's delicacy: on the 
occaſion was fo great, that notwithſtanding 

the 
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the Magnificence of the preſent, and the reſpect 
and gratitude due to the generous donore, he 
could not be reſtrained from declaring in the 
Houſe of Commons, that, He vowed 1 God, 
« if: there was one honeſt ſenſible nan in that 
« Houſe, who would Jay'that he did not deſerve 
«that penſion, be would never tate a ſhilling 
* "= it. RN) rr wen _ Ee pore” do more? 
+# ' Tr 
uf that TRA rene bie cad where- 
ſhould the cenſure fall? certainly on thoſe 
abject, proſtitute, and venal wretehes, who 
felt diſapprobation, and were either a/bamed 
or ald to avow it. That was the time 
when PARLIAMENT: might have acquired 
the higheſt honour, by petitioning his Ma- 
jeſty to confer upon that moſt reſpectable 
Veteran, ſome high II IT AR appointment 
that would not add to the weight of the 
almoſt 1ixsUrPoR TABLE BUR T His, under 
which this RUIN ED EMPIRE is SINKING. 
Such a motion would have been manly, 
and/TRULY PATRIOTIC; and though I have 
not the honour to Know the Colonel per- 
ſonally, yet, Iwould pledge my sx LVATIOx, 
from what I conceive of him from his v x1- 
VERSAL/ CHARACTER, that he would have 
thanked. the man who made it, and that he 
* would 


1 
would have been infinitely better Pleaſed 


with an HONOURABLE MILITARY AP 
POINTMENT, though of inferior value, than 
he is now with his penſion; and I have not 
a doubt, but that Lord Shelburne will be 
happy to find a convenient opportunity to 
confer on Colonel Barre, ſome ſuitable and 
acceptable appointment, which will enable 
him to exonerate the nation from ſo weighty, 
though ſo honourably acquired penſion; and 
I am fatisfied that the Colonel will be equally 
rejoiced at the exchange. 


I will not pay ſo bad a compliment to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as to ſuppoſe 
he either wants or wiſhes any ſhield againft 
thoſe flaſhes of ironical wit thrown out againſt 
him by the author; but I will embrace this 
opportunity to thank him, in the name of 
the PuBLic, for that indefatigable ĩnduſtry 
with which we are aſſured he has laboured 
ever ſince he came into office, in order to 
LIGHTEN THE BURTHENS OF THIS OH- 
PRESSED EMPIRE; and I do, in the ſame 
AWFUL NAME, requeſt, and rely, that no 
conſideration. will.ever prevail with him to 
act . contrary to the TRUE intereſt of this 
empire, which ſtands i in ſq great need of HS 
* ſervices, 
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fervices, and has placed ſo much coxnripexce 


in them. 


The author of the Defence complains, 
and 1 fear with too much reaſon; that the 
freedom of the preſs has been invaded. 


The ſudden and extraordinary change in the 


publications in moſt of the newſpapers, has 
an alarming appearance; the freedom of the 
STATE, and the FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, 
are INSEPERABLE, and no one has more 
ſtrenuouſly maintained that doctrine than 
LORD SHELBURNE; but, as he is now 
appointed BRITANNIA's STATE PHY- 
SICIAN, I think he would have much to 
anſwer for, were he to truſt her delicate con- 
ſtitution to the deſperate noſtrums of every 
Quack who has the rxESUMPTION to pre- 


ere for ber. And as his Lordſhip has 


reaſon to fear that there are Maxy who do 
not care what Ix y uRY they might do the 
PATIENT, fo that they could but BRING nis 
LORDSHIP INTO DISGRACE, I take it for 
granted that his Lordſhip has appointed in- 


ſpeftors, in whom he can confide, to examine 


all the medicines and food that is brought to 


| his patient, and that bey have thought it 


prudent 


129 1 
prudent to reject the BOLUS to which 
the DEFENDER OF THE TATE 
alludes. 


Wo have: a right alſo to lodge a complaint 
for the ſtoppage of a powerful potion I ſent 
in lately, which I am ſure would have pro- 
duced a moſt happy effect, as it was compo- 
ſed entirely of BRITISH SIMPLES; but I 
am ſatisfied, as I believe it has fallen into 
the DOCTOR's own hands, and that he has 
mixed it up, much more judiciouſly than I 
could, with ſome of his own incomparable 
refloratives. 


I ſeriouſly think, there was lately great 
reaſon to. reſtrain; the LICENTIQUsNEsS of 
| the preſs, and have not the leaſt apprehen- 
ſion that this reſtraining. privilege will be 
cbuſed during the xRESENT, AbuikIisTRA- 
T10N; however, I can't refrain taking this 
opportunity to exhort Lord Shelburne (on a 


preſumption that he may poſſibly honour 


this letter with a peruſal) to take into his 
ſerious conſideration, whether bis kingdom 
can poſſibly derive either honour or advantage 
from that torrent of moſt 7//iberal abuſe, which 

| E 2 has 
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has for many months paſt been poured 
out ſo profuſely againſt FOREIGN PRIN- 
CES, PARTICULARLY THE KING OF 
FRANCE's BROTHERS. I never read 
theſe publications but with a mixture of 
grief and indignation; eſpecially, as they 
appear moſt frequently in /ho/e papers, which 
have ſhewn of late the h/ghe/ Fotos Here to to 
LOBE SHELBURNE. 2 


In page 73, this 05 de fewer falls foul of 
Sir James Lowther, for making his Majeſty a 
preſent of near one hundred thoufand-pounds, 
and attempts to aggravate his crime by char- 
ging him with covetouſneſs; but, for my part 
I think that the more covetous any man is, 
there is the more merit in parting from his 
property. However, I fear that Sir James's 
knowledge of the value of money, is his 
Principal merit on the preſent occaſion; for 
Free gifts to Princes have ever, and in all 
countries, proved dangerous: the tranſition 
from begging to demanding is eaſily made, 
eſpecially by thoſe who have the command 
of ſo many thouſand arm d eoHtefors, © 


y ir + 
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We experience the danger of bad prece- 
dents every day in private life; thoſe gratu- 
| ities which were received ſome years ago as 
| free gifts, and with a low bow,” by clerks, 
| waiters, drivers, ſervants in lodging-houſes, 
&c. &c. are now-imperiouſly demanded as 4 
right; and, what is worſe, are doubled and 
trebled; for the mĩsfortune is, that Nabobs, 
and others, who acquire large fortunes with 
great eaſe, give fo extravagantly, that pru- 
dent people of moderate fortunes are almoſt 
ruined ; for theſe petty robbers are as fond of 
precedents that make in their favour, as any 
of our courts of juſtice. The only inference 
I ſhall draw from this parallel is, that if Sit 
James were to be preached up as a precedent, 
he would occaſion a general bankruptcy thro! 
the kingdom : For if a liſt were to be carried 
about with his hundred thouſand at the head 
of it, I don't know how a gentleman could 
ever venture to ſhew his face at court, who 
dar d to ſubſcribe lower than hundreds. For 
my part, I confeſs freely, that this curſed 
American war has fo drained me, that I would 


ſubſcribe only by fifties, unleſs they pleaded 
RATIO ULTIMA REG MM. 


The 
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The defender next rallies to the charge of 
equal repreſentation, which. gives me double 
pleaſure, on the chriſtian doctrine for the 


regeption of penitent finners, as I have been 
aſſured that he has conſtantly reprobated the 
n and out of the houſe. 


| My opinion o on the queſtion is, that no one 
can diſpute its elegibility. But as to its pre- 
ſent expediency or IO [ will not 
perfume to decide. | 


— ; te” Tale $ . concludes his 
letter with obſervations and ſtrictures on his 
bero, much too ſevere and foreign from the 
purpoſe to make any impreſſion on impartial 
people. I ſhall therefore take leave of it and 
him, with a repetition of aſſurances of the 
moſt unfeign'd reſpect and eſteem for the ſup- 
poſed author: And as a proof of their ſince- 


rity, I earneſtly recommend to him and to 


his friend Mr, Fox, not to ſuffer either pride 
or reſentment to deprive their country of the 
benefit of their ſuperlative abilities, or them- 
ſelves of thoſe high bonours and emoluments 
to which they have ſo undoubted a right, 
| ane et which, they certainly will be 
courted, 


ene 


2 
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courted, provided they ſatrsfy the Mint er 
that they are reſtored—T don't fay to their 
ſenſes, but to that amicable and traffable diſ- 
poſition which would make it ſafe and agree- 
able to draw with them; for I ſhall ever 
think, and ever ſay, that that Miniſter would 
be an ideot, who would willingly” bring into 
power, men, whoſe fitſt object he had reaſon 
to ſuſpect was, to turn him our of power; 
for, I muſt confeſs, notwithſtanding my 
ſtrong prepoſſeſſions in favour of Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Burke, and notwithſtanding the rea- 
ſons they have given for their ſece/ion, I find 
it is not in my power to bring myſelf to be- 
lieve, but that the principal cauſe of theit 
violent reſentment againſt Lord Shelburne is, 
his daring to accept the office of Prime Mi. 


But I hope they will not call me to an 
account for this involuntary: infidelity, or 
conſider it as an impeachment of their vera- 
city; and that they will alſo do me the juſtice 
to believe, that the ſlighteſt diſreſpe&-is not 
meant by my earneſt recommendation that 
they conquer the impreſſions of their diſap- 
pointment, and approach their late friends 


with 
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with thoſe diſpoſitions which will encourage 
the prime Miniſter to _—_— them, and con- 
fide in them. | 


In this as they may 95-8 that I ſpeak 
the thoughts and wiſhes of a great majority 
of the independent gentlemen in theſe king- 
doms; and they may farther rely, that it is 
not in the compaſs of their (the ſeceders) 
power, to raiſe any commotions in the ſtate, 
for the apparent purpoſe of er them- | 
_—_ to ao beim. 7 


Nothing, has beet more diſgraceful « or de- 
ſtructive to the empire, than the frequent 
changes of Miniſtry. The conſtant practice 
has been for many years paſt, that the In: 
are worried, or badger d, by the Outs, before F 
they are well warm in their ſeats ; the 7s 
then become outs, and are badger'd in their 
turns, and fo alternately, till the kingdom is 
diſtracted and ruined ; and it often happens, 
that from the perplexities occaſioned by their 
miſrepreſentations and abuſe, many honeſt} 
country gentlemen, like Sir Francis Nrong- 
Bead, ſay aye, when they ſhould ſay 10. 


But 


+ 
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But ſuch ptactices are as unjuſt as they are 
deſtructive. I don't ſee why a Miniſter ſhould 
be turned out without deſerving it, any more 
than a Fudge; and I think there are full as good 
reaſons for their not holding DURANTE 
BENE - PLACITO, but Dunn SE 
BENE GESSERINT. 


For example: How can ve expect that 
a prime Miniſter can even 4now, much leſs 
that he can practiſe, his moſt important, ex- 
tenfive, and complicated duties, if his whole 
time, and thoughts, and money, and, I am 
afraid, too often the public money, muſt be 
conſumed in keeping himſelf in the /addle; 
or how is it poſſible that he can have a ſin- 
cere attachment either to a PEOPLE who 


perſecute him, or to a KING who * 
him? 


For my part, I think, that the infability 
of Miniſters, is the beſt apology which can 
be made for their almoſt univerſal rapacity, 
inſenſibility, and ignorance; for when, or 
how, ſome of them can acquire the univerſal 
knowledge they ought to poſſeſs, is beyond 
my comprehenſion, unleſs it may be learn'd 

F in 
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ina BROTHELorata GAMING-TABLE; 


for I have not yet heard of any of them who 
pretend to inſpiration. Woe had one ſolemn 
blockhead (not a hundred years ago) who 
threw away FIFTY THOUSAND OF OUR 
SOULS, AND FIFTY MILLIONS- OF 
OUR TREASURE, by miſtaking an 
ISLAND for a part of the CONTINENT. 
I won't ſay I am accurate, but I am ſure I 
am moderate, in my calculation of the conſe- 
quences of that blunder. I could produce 
a long liſt of very near as capital proofs of 
the truth of my doctrine, but that they are 
too RECENT for publication, according to 
the etiguette of modern hiſtorians. 


From theſe frequent and wanton changes 
of miniſtries, we may eaſily account why ſo 
much miſchief, and ſo little good is done; 
the time and attention of Miniſters, in that 
tottering fituation, is fo much taken up in pro- 
viding for themſelves. and their friends, and 
the public good ſo very ſeldom thought of, 
that when they happen to blunder on any 
thing which deſerves commendation, they 
ſeem as proud of their ingenuity, as the 

| clown 
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clown is of his clumſy attempts to agility, 
in his awkward imitations of Harlequin. 


However, I hope I have ſaid enough to 
ſatisfy both KING and PEOPLE, that there 
is nothing ſo diſgraceful, or nothing ſo de- 
ftruftive, as frequent changes of miniſtry; and 
that they will therefore ſecond my motion 
that LORD SHELBURNE may be conti- 
nued our PRIME MINISTER: till he is 
guilty of ſome crime for which he deſerves to 
be turn d out; and I will boldly add, that it 
would do both Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke the 
higheſt honour, if they were to ſubſcribe to 
my petition ;. but I think I hear them cry out, 
(notwithſtanding the ſuggeſtions I have al- 
ready given of my independence) this is ſome 
one of his Lordſhip's impudent.ſycophants 
or penſioners, whom he has hunted at us. I 
therefore think it neceſſary, in juſtice both to 
his Lordſhip and myſelf, to ſtrengthen my 
former evidence, with the following anec- 
dote ; for which treſpaſs, I truſt, that his 
Lordſhip's defender will forgive me, as we 
are told that he himſelf is very fond of /lory- 
telling. The anecdote is as follows : 
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It happened, within theſe few weeks, by 
a whimfical miſtake, that his Lordſhip di- 
reed a note, on bufineſs, to me, that was 
intended for another perſon; it was neceſſary 
that I ſhould immediately return it. I ac- 
companied it with a few lines, expreſſive of 
the pleaſure I felt, that any accident had 
furniſhed me an opportunity to pay my 
reſpects to one with whom I had the honour 
to be well acquainted about twenty-eight 
years ago: I ſhould have ſaid thirty (but I 
truſt that his Lordſhip's Defender will for- 


give me that innocent inaccuracy, notwith- 


ſtanding his rigid adherence to and requiſition 
of truth.) Lord Shelburne immediately re- 
plied, and profeſſed a perfect and pleaſed 
recollection, but at the ſame time miſtook 
me for a deceaſed brother, and directed to 
me (Reverend,) Had I been forward to 
court, or even to cultivate, this ſecond miſ- 
take furniſhed me with an excellent oppor- 
tunity, as I might, with great propriety, have 
told his Lordſhip, that ſince he had thought 
fit to put me into orders, he was bound by 
the laws of the Church to provide for me. 
However, as it is not of the leaſt conſequence 
either 


ö 
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either to his Lordſhip or me, whether he 
takes me for a clergyman or a layman, I did 
not think it neceſſary to undeceive him, nor 
ſhould I now, did I not think that it would 
add to the credibility of theſe anonymous 
depoſitions, and entitle them to be READ 
as evidence in his behalf, on his trial, which 
is now Hearing before the PUBLIC, at the 

| ſuit of his Lordſhip's DEFENDER. | 


But, I had a ſtrong inclination. to put it 
out of his Lordſhip's power ever to diſown 
his native country, by enquiring, how he 
could ſuppoſe, that I as a o/ergyman. would 
open a letter directed to an Eſquire, without 
making an apology for my miſtake: and. 
indeed, I was ſo careful, that when the reve- 
rend letter arrived, I would not open it, till I 


2 enquired through the neighbourhood, whe- 


ther there was any clergyman to be found of 
the name. So that it may be reaſonably in- 
ferr'd, that if ever his Lordſhip finds me a 
troubleſome acquaintance, it muſt be his 
own fault; for, if I had not been provoked 
by that /ophr/treal defence, which I faw acci- 
dentally three or four days ago, his Lordſhip 

would 
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would certainly have never received from 
me any further affiſtance to his recollection. 


And yet, I am by no means an advocate 
for that proud reſerve, which withholds thoſe 
of the beſt pretenſions, and leaves great 


men, often at the mercy of fawning unprin- 


cipled ſycophants, frequently blockheads 
into the bargain. Every department is 
over-run with examples in proof; of that 
truth. I know ſome mortifying inſtances of 
of fellows, who ſet out ſome years ago, 
with knapfacks on their backs, and a few 


guineas in their pockets, and who could 


hardly read and write, and have yet contri- 
ved to clamber pretty high up the ladder. 


I accidentally came to the knowledge, two 
or three years ago, of one of theſe deſperate 
fortune-hunters, (L am glad he was not bred 
on my eſtate) who prevailed on a friend of 
his to employ ſome of his leiſure hours, 
whilſt he was on a viſit in the King's Bench, 
to furniſh him with ſome high-flown com- 
pliments, to a late Miniſter, and his family. 
My adventurer contrived, /ome-how or other, 

to 
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to fumigate the Premier with his incenſe, 
who was ſo captivated by the fragrance, that 
he was on the point of beſtowing on him, « 
very lucrative SINECURE employment IN 
AMERICA, when, accidentally, and foftu- 
nately, his Lordſhip diſcovered! that his 

friend could hardly read or write; he imme- 
| diately ſtop't the commiſſion," which reduced 
the unfortunate g to turn ln. 
vriter for his breed. M bibo, 


happen'd lately to dip into a 120 Fe 
ſenſical novel of his, dedicated to each and 
every of a moſt exalted and numerous family, 
whom he calls over perſonally by their names, 
like a crier of a court, or a ſerjeant his 
muſter roll; which, I believe, he thought 
© the civileſt and fafeſt way he could take to 
demand their purſes.” He contrives to drag 

one of the ſaid Premie Vs daughters, head and 
ſhoulders, into that novel, in order to give 
her a daſh or two of his white waſſi; and then, 
with as much confidence, as if he had made 
her a preſent of a handful of bank-notes, he 
boaſts of his own generoſity, and upbrazds 
his Lordſhip for his ingratitude nearly in 
St, 
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St. Paul's language, where he complains; 
that Alexander the copper-ſmith bus done lim 
* 3 . the Lord reward him * n 


The former part of the n anec- 
dote was told me feeling), by a gentleman, 
who, I ſuſpect, had been drawn in to ſub- 
ſcribe largely to the rigging out of that 
PIRATE; and who aſſured me, that if he 
could have chain'd up the ideot, a week 
longer, from expoſing himſelf, he is con- 
vinced, that by this time, he might have | 
clear d many thouſands. 


It is the countenance and partiality ſhewn | 
to ſuch fellows, that prevents good men | 
from offering their ſervice, much more than 

that abſurd maxim of Otway's, in the 
Orphan, that When vice prevails, and 
_ '** 4mpious men bear ſway, the poſt of ho- 
% nour is a private ſtation.” Whereas, it 
ſhould be, that when vice prevails, and im- | 
pious men bear ſway, good men ought to be | 
doubly watchful, to prevent bad men from ding | 


miſchief, 


As 
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As I have not ſeen Lord Stair' 8 Famph- 
let, all I can ſay of the anſwer to it, in the 
poſtcript to the Defence of Lord Shelburne, 
is, that whoever declares himſelf a friend to 
Lord Shelburne, muſt W to be "I 
handled, | 


For my part, I ſhall always be ready to 
maintain the foregoing vindication of his 
Lordſhip, and thoſe other highly reſpectable 
characters, which have been ſo unjuſtly tra- 
duced; but at the ſame time I think it ne- 
ceſlary to repeat, that ſo far from wiſhing to 
offend the ſuppoſed author, there are few 
people in the world for whom I have a 
higher veneration, or would go farther to 


ſerve, though I never had the pleaſure even 
to ſee him. | 


Though PEACE and WAR are the ſub- 
jets of every print, and of every converſa- 
tion; and that 2/] agree, as to our NECES- 
SITY for PEACE, though they differ about 
the WAYS to obtain it; I will not preſume to 
intrude my opinion, either as to our neceſſity 
for it, or the roads to it; but I will take the 

| ws, liberty 
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liberty to ſuggeſt two hints of the utmoſt 
importance to thoſe in power; one is, to 


keep always in their view that excellent pro- 
verb, FAS EST AB HOSTE DOCERI. 


I will go a ſtep farther and fay, it is not 
only lawful, but the ſoundeſt policy, to profit 
from the © reproach of our enemies ; they 
« won't flatter us.” 


If the late Miniſtry had availed themſelves 
of the judicious advice they daily received 
from the OPPOSITION, they would never 
have been diſturbed from the quiet and ho- 
nourable enjoyment of their EMPLOY- 
MENTS; nor would the nation have been 
robb'd of HAPPINESS AND PEACE, and 
we ſhould have ſaved a HUNDRED THOU- 
SAND LIVES, and a HUNDRED MIL- 
LIONS OF TREASURE. 


The pamphlet entitled“ REMAREKS oN 
4% THE REPORT OF A PEACE,” is well wor- 
thy a careful peruſal. JUNIUS has alſo 
been SENT to give us WARNING; and 
his intent SEEMS charitable, notwithſtand- 


ing 


_— 
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2£zA_S A q< © 


finds at St. James 8. Junius cannot be 
COUNTERFEITED ; 3 we have had falſe 
prophets, but. cannot have a falſe Junius. 
Don't let us deſerye the ſame reproach for in- 
credulity which Abraham caſts on Dives; but 
we ſhould, at the ſame time, be careful to 
know from what REGION OUR INVISI- 
BLE MONTTOR IS SENT. 


The other hint I take the liberty to give, is, 
that the PRESENT MINISTRY ſhould be 
on their guard to be neither FRIGHTENED 
OR FLATTERED to make themſelves 
RESPONSIBLE far the political ſins of their 
predeceſſors; I can't conceive a more AB- 
SRP or a more RYINOUS error. What 
can be more preſumptuous and unjuſt, then 
for the LATE MINISTRY firſt. to DRAG 
us to the very BRINK OF DESTRUC- 
TION, in ditect oppoſition to, and con- 
tempt of our CONSTANT AND EAR- 
NEST . SUPPLICATIONS, ' and though 
HEAVEN. AND EARTH ſeemed com- 
bined to puniſh their wanton cruelties; and 
then dare to threaten with vengeance tlie 

; q G 2 preſent 
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preſent Miniſtry, if they conſent to purchaſe 
peace on the hard terms which the ruinous 
meaſures of their predeceſſors have made ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. It is like throwing a per- 
ſon overboard, and then, knocking him on 
the head, if he attempts to ſave himſelf from 
drowning. Nothing can be ſo provoking as 
that bloody preſumption, except the madneſs 
and meanneſs of regarding it. 


PEACE IS ABSOLUTELY NECES- 
SAR; the preſent Miniſtry have, AS YET, 
done no one act to injure our claims to it, 
but have DONE MANY TO IMPROVE 
THEM ; they are therefore by 'no means 
RESPONSIBLE for accepting, or even ſue- 
ing for, ſuch a peace as the condition in which 
the nation was delivered up to them, entitles 


them to expect. 


The preſent Miniſtry ſhould conſider them- 
ſelves in the light of executors, who are ſafe 
whilſt they act according to the letter of the 
will, but become anſwerable for all bad con- 
ſequences, as ſoon as they depart from it. 


I therefore 
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I therefore earneſtly hope this Miniſtry 
will be on their GUARD, and not throw 
away THE SUBTANCE TO CATCH'AT 
A SHADOW ; there are many SNARES 
laid for them, and they have had as —_ 
| WARNINGS. | 


I truſt that ws evi motives which 

impell'd me TIRRESISTIBLY to attempt to 
do juſtice to ſo HIGHLY-RESPECTABLE 
| AND INJURED CHARACTERS; will 
be accepted as an apology for my preſump- 


tion. 


1 might plead hurry, inexperience, and 

a variety of other juſt excuſes for all inac+ 
curacies ; but I ſcorn to follow that hack · 
nied track. I have neither. written for bread, 
nor for fame, but from a moſt diſintereſted 


indignation at the outrageous inſults offered 


to ſuch illuſtrious characters, and am there» | 
fore confident of every In. 


My 3 pain is, leſt my afficious, though 
well-meant vindication, ſhould be conſidered 
rather as an injury than a ſervice ; for I freely 
confeſs, 


(8 ] 


conſeſa, that in moſt caſes, and perhaps in 


none more than the preſent, a filent contempt 
is the propereſt and moſt ſueceſsſul manner 
of treating and diſappointing ſuch liberal at- 
tacks. But |the- generality of people have 
greater pleaſure in defamation than! in praiſe ; 
and there are TIMES when they are more 

ſtrongly diſpoſed to receive unfavourable im- 
prefiions. Many alſo ect to believe, that 
whatever is not immediately contradicted, 
maſt be true; by which rule I obſerved great 
numbers were forward to be govern'd on the 
preſent occaſion, 


From which conſiderations, and al ſo from 

a perſuaſion that few are better qualified to 

contradi&, and no one entitled to more cre- 

dibility, T have attempted that, with every 

becoming diffidence, which, I would have 

been happy to have transferr'd to ſome more 
able, Bough not more willing defender. 


There is one ey which I can truly | 
make for the flatneſs of this defence, and I | 


will * 1 it; as I flatter MET that 
; "1 it | 
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it will contribute to ſatisfy my antagoniſt of 


1 the ſincerity of my profeſſions of reſpect and 
'C eſteem for him. 
'3 


My apology for my performance, and my 
recommendation to him, 1s, that I have been 
careful to reſtrain every tendency to wit or 
ſeverity, for fear of giving him pain. 


If this weak attempt ſhall contribute, in 
the leaſt, to do juſtice to injured merit, I 
ſhall be happy. But if it ſhould be attended 
with diſagreeable conſequences, I will not 


D follow the advice of my antagoniſt to Lord 
„ Shelburne, to ſue for LEGAL mercy, but 
y will in part adopt his phraſe, and fay 

e 


SHELBURNE, ſend me a good delive- 
rance ! 


POST- 


* 


By * * 
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Jr BEG ten Feld Bees, sir Sete; 
but this mode of correſpondence is ſo 
perfectly new to me, that I have concluded 
my letter without remembring to take leave, 
though I was, and am determined to do it; 
not, however, in that fulſome language, by 
which the world in general attempts to 
make you reſponſible for INFALLABI-! 
LITY, but by frankly and honeſtly charging 
you with one CAPITAL FAULT, and that 
is, your not taking a more ACTIVE part, 
in ſaving your N Ney wht ne DE- 
mung, %. a 

For: l will be-evidiice againſt you, that | 
ſo great is the well-grounded confidence of 
this Empire in YOU, that it is at all times 
in your power, even SINGLY, to give LAW 
to thoſe CONTENDING PARTIES, Who, 

H like 


* 
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like the offspring of SATAN ANDSIN, are | 
now TEARING OUT their parent's VI. Bu 
TALS: How much more then, would ita it 
be in your power to inſure our preſervation, ſxeſtar 
with the aſſiſtance of ſuch a PHALANX as peci 
would joyfully enliſt under YOUR banner, ſhrov 
who might, like Michael's guard, be planted eti 
to ſecure the peace of PARADISE; or, (in 
more terreſtrial and intelligible language) to © 
keep, or gather to MAKE n * ST. 

Ne ed ere z 


That. your ** A 2 pro- 
duce ſuch happy conſequences, is. ſo certain 
to) mr. that I ſolemnly aſſure you, if I could 
conveniently at preſent ſpare three or four 
thouſand pounds, I would purchaſe a ſcat, 
that I might be qualified to offer -myſelt 
as a VOLUNTEER in SIR GHARGE 
SAVILLE's RANGERS. 9 


oy Hot 66.1 have no expectation of an on: 
tunity to enforce theſe hints perſonally, I 
earneſtiy exhort you to give them the moſt 
ſerious attention. * 


„r 
* RS. 


But, 


1:38] 
But, whether you conſider this Addreſs as 
mn imitation of Albaroni's &c. political 
eſtaments, or as the laſt ſpeech of another 
pecies of GREAT MEN, is not material, 
provided you comply with the prayer of my 
petition, and SAVE OUR COUNTRY. 
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